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ABSTRACT: 
Throughout the 19th Century the foundry and forge were central to the multiplication of wealth 
through trade and progress. In answer to the many calls for a unique architecture to celebrate 
this industrial age, it seemed reasonable to expect that iron would contribute a fresh style of 
building free from the past.  
At the Royal Institute of British Architects in April 1875, C. H. Driver, an architect, made a 
presentation: On Iron as a Constructive Material. Exceptionally, participants in the meeting included 
well-known manufacturers, iron-founders and contractors interested in promoting the use of 
iron in building. These industrialists pleaded for participation in the production of architecture.   
Architects, familiar with masonry buildings found iron structures insubstantial, clumsily 
proportioned and devoid of character. In Britain, the possibility of 'iron architecture' was never 
ruled out, but the aesthetic consequences implied by its use were unpalatable to the 
architectural mainstream.  
The debate at the RIBA around Driver's paper was perhaps the turning point where any 
ambitions for iron as a medium for true architectural expression were abandoned.  
This paper examines the clash of cultures between the architects and the new technocrats 
familiar with new industrial building techniques using iron. The ironmasters would from then on 
create an autonomous culture of building with its own rules responding to vast markets for 
structures both at home and overseas. 
 
NOTE : This paper is included in my thesis as APPENDIX - F  
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